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In two earlier books, Hubbert's Peak (2001) and Beyond Oil (2005), the geologist Kenneth S.
Deffeyes laid out his rationale for concluding that world oil production would continue to follow a
bell-shaped curve, with the smoothed-out peak somewhere in the middle of the first decade of
this millennium—in keeping with the projections of his former colleague, the pioneering
petroleum geologist M. King Hubbert.Deffeyes sees no reason to deviate from that prediction,
despite the ensuing global recession and the extreme volatility in oil prices associated with it. In
his view, the continued depletion of existing oil fields, compounded by shortsighted cutbacks in
many exploration-and-development projects, virtually assures that the mid-decade peak in
global oil production will never be surpassed.In When Oil Peaked, he revisits his original
forecasts, examines the arguments that were made both for and against them, adds some new
supporting material to his overall case, and applies the same mode of analysis to a number of
other finite gifts from the Earth: mineral resources that may be also in shorter supply than "flat-
Earth" prognosticators would have us believe.

About the AuthorMat Santamouris has a prolific publishing record and is a member of the
editorial board for seven journals. He is Professor of Energy Physics at the University of Athens
and visiting professor at the Metropolitan University of London, Tokyo Polytechnic University and
Boltzano University.
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Jonathan Lupton, “A useful update on the global energy crisis. Having read Dr. Deffeyes'
previous titles, Hubbert's Peak and Beyond Oil, I enjoyed this new title but was disappointed by a
lack of depth. It carries the story forward to 2010, with updates on new developments like the
breakthrough in U.S. shale gas production that occurred around 2004, and the economic tumult
that followed the 2008 oil price spike. The author predicted that global oil production would peak
in 2005, and figures so far have borne him out.Dr. Deffeyes gives some intriguing inside
information from the oil industry. In the heyday of oil exploration, about 1956, there were about
9,000 exploratory "wildcat" wells around the world; by 2005 the figure was down to 2,500. The
author admits that his data come from "an unpublished, unverifiable data set." Welcome to the
oil business: there is a veil of obscurity, since oil production and reserves are corporate and
national secrets. But there's more evidence: the "majors" of oil production, companies like
Exxon, Shell and BP, began shrinking their research budgets after about 1980, and also began
buying back their stock rather than investing in exploration. Most of the world's oil reserves lie in
the hands of national oil companies in places like Russia, Saudi Arabia, Brazil and Mexico.There
have been two big new recent finds, both offshore, off the coast of Brazil and in the Gulf of
Mexico. Huge as the Brazil "subsalt" find is, sizable production is at least a decade away. Drilling
in the Gulf of Mexico has, er, "gummed up" a bit after the Deepwater Horizon disaster. Neither is
likely large enough to offset the overall decline in global oil production.One of this title's most
useful additions is a graph on p. 40 that compares U.S. oil costs as a share of GDP from 1950 to
2010. The cost of oil has hovered in the 1-to-2 percent range most of the time, including the
"SUV boom" of the 1990's, but around 1980-82 and in 2008 it exceeded 6 percent. Deffeyes
claims, validly I think, that our 2008 financial crash and subsequent recession were really
byproducts of soaring fuel prices, but fails to back up his case. He argues in favor of price
supports, to encourage companies to undertake the risks of oil and gas exploration in a world of
volatile energy prices. What makes good policy is not good politics, and he wisely avoids the
"political feasibility" question.The author concludes by looking into ways to bridge the gap
between declining oil reserves and renewable power sources of the future. Coal gasification may
have a future not automatically tied to cultures with racial-superiority complexes like Nazi
Germany and South Africa. Nuclear power is less dangerous than the public thinks, and
radwaste burial is safer than people realize. Natural gas from organically rich shale rocks, while
finite, will also help. The author's discussion of climate change is concise and interesting, if a bit
shallow. Yet he may be right that geo-engineering will be the ultimate solution.I can't recommend
this author's former titles, Hubbert's Peak and Beyond Oil, highly enough, for anyone with an
interest in our energy future. When Oil Peaked is a useful addition, but slightly thin: just 136
pages compared with about 190 each for the former titles. It is nonetheless an affordably-priced
addition of fun reading and intriguing insights from an author who has made a compelling case
that global oil production is already declining, and our energy-rich lifestyle is changing before our



eyes.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Interesting but disorganized collection of thoughts. Deffeyes is sort of the
unofficial intellectual heir to M. King Hubbert's ideas on peak oil. In some of his earlier books, he
applied these ideas to the worldwide oil situation and came up with the prediction that worldwide
production would peak in the year 2005. He is one of the most oft-quoted authorities on the
matter and he gets his authority status both from having been a former colleague of Hubbert and
from being an expert in petroleum geology himself. As such, I was highly interested in reading
this book which has come out five years after his predicted date for global peak oil. While the
book does cover the issue of peak oil, it comes off more as an ad hoc collection of the author's
views and ideas on a broad range of topics directly and indirectly related to peak oil including
the production of natural gas and precious metals, global warming, the prospects for future
energy production and the stock market. Some of the ideas carry the weight of expert opinion
while others are little more than layperson guesses. Much of what he says is both interesting and
in line with what other authors suggest on various topics; however, there are a couple of
shortcomings in my mind. First, some of his musings come very close to being technical
observations that might be unclear to people who don't have a background in what he is talking
about. Some of his points seemed unclear to me and I felt like I would have to have been an
expert or a student in his area of expertise to know instinctively what he was talking about. This
is especially true for some of his characterizations of oil production and the charts he provides.
The book is very short and I felt like here and there he could have dedicated a bit more space to
fleshing out his comments for lay readers. Second, by mixing observations about oil production
for which he is genuinely an expert with observations about global warming, the stock market or
nuclear energy for which his obviously not an expert, he runs the risk of have people give equal
weight to all of his ideas. I am very inclined to believe he's on the right track with his predictions
about oil production but I'm not so sure his observations about global warming are worth the
paper they are written on. Overall, I have to give the book a moderately positive rating as it is full
of interesting ideas and observations that many people may not have seen before and it
certainly gives the reader many ideas to ponder. I just wish more effort had been spent in better
organizing and developing some of the ideas so they formed a more coherent whole rather than
sounding like a checklist of all things this important author has thought about over the last 5
years.”

Liza, “good book. very interesting book that I am reading for my class and would recommend
you read. It is not very long and is an easy read.”

Robert Pike, “When Oil Peaked. Good book, based on real science. This has happened and will
have a major impact on our future.  Brace for fuel price increases.”



Paul Cottrell, “awesome book. This book discusses oil and gas in geological detail that a
layperson can understand and appreciate.  I recommend this book.”

Allen W. Mcdonnell, “Very informative!. If you want to know what actual Petroleum Geologists
think about the world oil supply this book is a must read!”

Jim Seaside, “Third good Peak Oil Book by K Deffeyes. This is the third book by geologist
Deffeyes. He was one of the first to predict the peak in world oil production. He knew M. King
Hubbert who predicted correctly the peak in 1970 of U.S. oil production. In this book he reviews
the graphical methods to obtain a date for peak oil. He points out that oil production ceased to
grow after 2005 and we are still waiting to see if it will soon start to fall.He looks at some
alternatives to oil energy and is a lot more optimistic about uranium than David Fleming in "The
Lean Guide to Nuclear Energy". "When Oil Peaked" by an author who really understands the oil
industry, is well worth reading.”

The book by Kenneth S. Deffeyes has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 18 people have provided feedback.
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